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LEAGUE TOWN HALL TRAVELS “THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE: GOVERNMENT GATES AND ROADBLOCKS”

The League of Women Voters-Cuyahoga Area, Lakewood Chapter, invites the public to a Town Hall meeting titled, “The Road to Independence: Government Gates and Roadblocks,” which will focus on entitlement programs, the agencies that administer them, and how transparent and accessible they are.  It is set for Thursday, March 29, 2007, 7 pm to 9 pm, at the Women’s Pavilion, Lakewood Park (intersection of Lake and Belle Avenues).

This meeting features a panel discussion on government accountability and honors four (4) outstanding professionals who have made a positive impact in their allied fields.  The event is part of a multi-organization regional effort to promote a broad political reform agenda in Ohio called   “imPACT,” (Political Accountability for Citizens Today).  Its aim is to inspire citizens to become more active in government.

“The League urges all citizens who have an interest in good government to attend this information-packed event,” stated LWV-CA President Kathy Woodbridge.  “We expect accountability from our government agencies, but we need facts—are there adequate guidelines and is there adequate communication?  Our blue ribbon

panel on March 29th will help us answer the question, “How do

government agencies encourage and support citizens on the road to independence?”

The League Town Hall panel features four (4) distinguished professionals being honored by the LWV-CA.  They are:
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· Nina Lalich,M.A., Research Analyst at the Center on Urban Poverty and Social Change, Case Western Reserve University

Subject: Welfare Graduates: “How Are They Managing Now?”

· Dr. Kate A. Foley, Director of Student Services, Lakewood City Schools … Subject:  imPACT on Education

· Michael Scherer, Director, Lakewood Christian Service Center… Subject: imPACT on Meeting Basic Needs – Food, Shelter, Employment

· Betsy Shaughnessy, Director of Admitting, Lakewood Hospital… Subject: imPACT on Health Care

“This League town hall meeting is free and open to the public.   For more information, contact the LWV-Cuyahoga Area office at 216-781-0555, or event chair Mary Warren at 216-221-2975.

 “imPACT” is an initiative of the League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund with a grant from The Joyce Foundation.  To learn more about other “imPACT” town halls scheduled throughout Ohio,  visit the Ohio League’s website, www.lwvohio.org.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political membership organization that encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy 

issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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