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LEAGUE FORUM ASKS: ‘ARE WE READY FOR FAMILY COURT?”

The League of Women Voters will hold a public forum titled: “Courting Family Solutions: Are We Ready for Family Court?” on Thursday, September 27, 2007, 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm, at the Downtown YMCA, Butler Hall, 2200 Prospect Avenue, to explore the feasibility of consolidating and streamlining the Cuyahoga County Court System.

According to Roslyn Talerico, Chair of the League’s Juvenile Justice Committee, many issues support establishing a Family Court that is user friendly and efficiently organized to process the demanding amount of cases in Cuyahoga County.  “We have learned that the current system of overlapping courts can be confusing, time-consuming and expensive,” Talerico stated, “and it may not result in the best outcomes for the family and the child.”

The September 27th program features Judge David Basinski, Lorain County Family Court, who will describe his work as co-chair of the Ohio Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Children, Families and the Courts, and the transition to a family court in Lorain.  Discussing how their courts operate and providing their recommendations are the Administrative Judges of the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations, Juvenile and Probate Courts Judge Timothy M. Flanagan, Judge Joseph F. Russo and Judge John J. Donnelly.

For more information, please call 216 524-1813.

This forum is presented by the League of Women Voters-Cuyahoga Area Education Fund, Inc., in partnership with the League of Women Voters Cleveland Area; League of Women Voters Shaker Heights; Voices for Ohio’s Children; Juvenile Court Citizens Advisory Board; ACLU of Ohio; Children’s Defense Fund-Ohio; with the support of the LWV United States Education Fund grant from the Program on Constitutional and Legal Policy of the Open Society Institute.
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